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Mission/Vision

Vision: The Stewart Indian School Cultural Center & Museum is dedicated to the
memories of the first Stewart students from Great Basin tribes in 1890, and all
students and their families who were impacted by the Stewart experience. The
visigr; og’[?e museum is to serve as a steward of living American Indian materials
and traditions.

Mission: The mission of the Stewart Indian School Cultural Center & Museum is to fell
the stories of the thousands of American Indian children from western tribes who
were educated at Stewart. These stories tell of a complex past that changed the
course of generations of these children. The countless stories of hardship, resilience,
strength, and triumph are at the core of the current efforts to preserve the Stewart
campus and are illustrated in the exhibits at the museum. In addition to sharing
Stewart’s history, the museum is a place of living heritage through exhibits of
contemporary Native art, storytelling, arts and crafts demonstrations, lectures,
I\ , public programming, and educational acfivities. The museum serves as a research
I

facility for Stewart students, staff, faculty, alumni, and the general public.
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Stewart Cultural
Advisory ommitiee
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* This committee is made up of about Stewart alumni and
their family members. They oversee everything about this
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museum—how it was planned and designed, incorporating
I\ Great Basin Native art throughout the museum, sharing their
f stories in exhibit content, and recording their Great Basin
\/ [ languages for the Voices of Stewart exhibit. \ i,f
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Stewart Indian School

« Stewart Indian School in Carson City, Nevada, was operated by the
federal government for 90 years, from 1890-1980. The federal
government set up boarding schools to educate Native American
children in the late 1800s. This forced assimilation policy was part of
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treaty rights but justified dividing up Native land through allotment and
I\ intended to assimilate Indian children info dominant culture. During its
f ?0-year history, the school underwent many changes at the federal i
\ | level, as well as at the local level. And thousands of students, their \ /
Wi \ _families, and communities were affected.




State of Nevada

« The federal government BIA closed the
school in 1980 and the State of Nevada took
over the property, housing state agencies
and non-profits on the 110 acres.

* In 2017 the Nevada Governor Brian Sandoval
and the Legislature appropriated funding for
two museum staff positions and $4.5 million to
renovate the former administration building
(1923) for the Museum and the former post
office building (1925) for the Welcome
Center

 In 2019 the Nevada Governor and
Legislature appropriated state funding to
create the Stewart Indian School Cultural
Center in statute (NRS 233A) and an
operating budget of $300,000




Stewart Indian School Culiural Center &
Museum Opens

« Soft opening in December 2019
« Officially opened January 13, 2020
 Over 1,858 people visited
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Welcome 1o Stewart
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Wa-Pai-Shone Gallery
Great Basin Native Arfists




Research Room
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DISCOVER a story....

Read stories from former students,
faculty, and staff

St[II'IES of the

Stewart Indian
School

SURRICULUM
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a story

SHARE

asto

Research Room
Touchscreen
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During the time | was going to school, we were precty much re
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John Dressler

Attended Stewart 1922-1935 — ‘
Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California |

might say, perhaps. where we have lost mu h

of working w,

because | was away from home
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r. And actually, there was a lor 7 lapse of tin. <in between th.
Was back with my grandparents that what | could hay. earned moreh.
ribal traditions and practices, | really didn't get 1o learn m. "¢ than | did B,

Email
think | learned the basic things in the younger age, which stoy ‘ me well

And then, in later years. about the time | was about ready for school. W Cr dactinfo
grandparents took me to a boarding schootl at Stewart. And this is whefs, “arted

school. Although | s able to talk falrly good English, | wasn't fluent. But i, €|

had started school. | was the second smallest child in that schoot. And all thob, <
the primary grades, | don't really recall those days because of the routine

activities of the boarding school. It aldn’t Impress me too much because of the
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Viaw Tribes

Class
photo gallery

View Tribes

Rdd a Tribe

Tribes represented in study body from 1890-1980

Tribe Name Contact Info A
listed chronologically s . e . Tribes u .
: Stewart Indian
Tribes aue School
Stewart Indian Email address
e School

fAdd a Tribe+
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Guide to Museum

Collections

Records Documents

Artifact Collection

Artwork
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Musical Instruments
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Records Documents Publications

Rudia Visual

Rudio Viszal

Clothing

Additional
Resources

Rrtifact
Collection

Documents

pondence

Records Dacuments Publications RdioVisal  w  Re6lonal fifact
Resources Colisctisn » .

Publicatioes

Records

Thetesand Diskrtations e Student Records Student Lists Enroliment Records

Map Outing Records Medical/Physical Records Miscellaneous

Music Scrapbooks

Employee Records Financial Records Buildings

Guide to Museum
Collections




Stewart Student Artwork
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Our Home, Our Relations Exhibit
Coming to Stewart




Stewart Timeline
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Daily Life




iEkomes Daily e _ First Person Stories




Shadow of Stewart




Early
Marching Band

aking Home

Making
Home

Removing children from their relatives damaged
traditional family roles and retationships. How did the
children at Stewart cope? Many students found ways to
help each other survive the boarding school experience.

They created their own community by helping younger
students and each S ok

m:mummwmammm;uw'_ had
fun. going on picnics. swimming, sledding, and spending
together Br they Th

Identity. Throughout it history, students found ways to
make Stewart their home.
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Stewart in Transition
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Stewart Today
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Voices of Stewart

Voices
o Stewart

Over 90 years, more than 200 tribes were represented at
Stawart speaking many languages. Today, tribes across.
the US are working within their communities to revitalize
Indigenous languages. They are recording language
Speakers and teaching classes to all ages to make sure the
1anguages survive. Step nside to hear a selection of the
13nguages spoken at Stewart between 1330 and 1980
saying “This is our home.*

€41t we lose our tanguage and cuiture, we've fost
our entire worid view and perspective 3
s exprestad by Wathoe T
40 retald by Herm
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Welcome Center




Covid-19 and State Budget Cuts

Covid-19 hit the US

Governor shut down the State of Nevada

The shutdown affected the state’'s economy
The state cut the museum’s operating budget
by a total of$101,000 for FY 2021

State is also cutting operating budget for FY
2022-2023

« Received $20,000 from WESTAF CARES Act Funds

« Received $7,500 from Nevada Arts Council CARES ActFunds

« Received $50,000 donation from family of Albert Hawley, Stewart
alum

« Received $15,000 donation from Carson City visitor

 Received WESTAF/Mellon Foundation Resilience Fund of $74,000

« We are setting up a Friends of the Museum for fundraising



Museum Currently Closed to Public

Museum reopened to public July 20, 2020
* New protocols in place:
« Masks required, hand sanitizers, social
distancing
« Since July 20, 861 visitors

Closed again November 11, 2020

Working to develop online activities via Stewart
website: www.StewartindianSchool.com
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COVvID
SAFETY

-Face_ coverings required:
Compllmentary masks available

-10 people allowed in museum at a time.

-Keep 6 feet of space betwe.
and others, en yourself

-Please use hand sanitizer.



http://www.StewartIndianSchool.com/
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Hope to reopen January 4, 2021

Bobbi Rahder, Museum
Director brahder@nic.nv.gov
/75-687-7606

Chris Gibbons, Museum
Curator cagibbons@nic.nv.gov
/75-687-7604

Visit Carson has 3-D virtual tour
Welcoming video
https://visitcarsoncity.com/
attractions/stewart-indian-school/
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